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How people learn from textbooks

Introduction
If you agree to partic​ipate you will be involved in a study of how people learn from textbooks.  We are conducting this experiment as part of the course requirements for PSYC 301.  Chris Smith, sophomore psychology major, and Pat Jones, junior psychology minor, both students at St. Norbert College, are conducting this study.  Jan Brown, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Psychology, St. Norbert College, is supervising this study.
Background Information

College students are frequently asked to read and learn from textbooks.  Textbooks present information in a variety of ways.  We are interested in the effect of various textbook features (for example, style, structure, content, etc.) on student understanding and memory.
Description of research

We will first test your knowledge about a particular topic.  For our study we have cho​sen statistics.  We will then provide you with some materi​als, like you would find in a college textbook, that explain a number of basic statisti​cal concepts.  When you have completed those materi​als we will again test your knowl​edge of statistics.  We estimate it will take you about 45 minutes to complete this experiment.

Risks and benefits of being in the study
There are no known harms associated with participating in this research.  You will not benefit directly from participating in this research.
Compensation

We understand you are here, at least in part, to fulfill a course re​quirement or to earn extra credit for your participation. Therefore, we will provide you with a receipt informing your instructor that you have com​pleted this experiment once you have finished.  Also, in ex​change for your participation we will, once you have finished, explain more about our study and why we are doing things the way we are.  We hope your participation and our explanation of our experiment will give you a better idea of how psycho​logical research is done.  

Confidentiality
The information you provide will be kept confidential.  Information that could identify you will be kept separate from any other information that you might provide.  The records of this study will be kept private.  Research records will be stored securely and only researchers will have access to the records.  When we share the results of this research, we will not include any information that will make it possible to identify individual participants.
Voluntary nature of the study
You are free to choose if you want to participate in this study or not.  Participating in this study is voluntary. There is no cost or penalty if you choose not to participate.  If you decide to participate, you are free to not answer any question or to withdraw at any time. We would, of course, appreciate it if you will help us by com​pleting the entire (interview, questionnaire, ex​periment).
Contacts and Questions
You may ask any questions you have now, before you make your decision to participate.
If you have a question after you leave please contact us or our faculty supervisor.

	Chris Smith

Suite 1111

St. Norbert College

De Pere, WI  54115

(920) 403 – 1111

Chris.smith@snc.edu
	Pat Jones

Suite 2222

St. Norbert College

De Pere, WI  54115

(920) 403 – 2222

Pat.jones@snc.edu
	Jan Brown
213 John Minahan Science Hall

St. Norbert College

De Pere, WI  54115

(920) 403 – 2133
Jan.brown@snc.edu


If you have any questions or concerns regarding this study and would like to talk to someone other than the researcher(s), you are encouraged to contact Dr. David J. Bailey, Chairperson, Institutional Review Board, Gehl-Mulva Science Center, Room 2055A, St. Norbert College, 100 Grant Street, De Pere WI 54115, (920)403-3242, David.Bailey@snc.edu.
You will be given a copy of this information to keep for your records.
Statement of Consent:

I have read the above information. I have asked the questions I want to ask and those questions have been answered to my satisfaction. I consent to participate in the study.
_____________________________ 

Name of Participant (please print) 

_____________________________ 
______________
Signature of Participant 
Date
_____________________________ 
______________

Signature of Researcher
Date
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